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Information from Eco-Justice 

Take action: As Canadians head into the election, concern about climate 

change is at a fever pitch. Challenge your local candidates to commit to 

bold action to combat the crisis by sending a letter to the editor of your 

local newspaper. Click here to help make climate change an issue 

candidates can’t ignore. Make climate change the issue candidates can’t 

ignore:  

This election, the stakes are high. The incoming government will have a direct hand in putting 

Canada on track to do its part to limit the global temperature increase to 1.5 C above pre-

industrial levels (the target towards which countries agreed to strive under the Paris Agreement). 

Or it will leave us on a collision course with climate catastrophe. 

How do the different parties intend to tackle the climate emergency? To find out, Ecojustice is 

keeping track of the major parties’ climate commitments and holding them up to three criteria*: 

1. Strong targets for 2030 and 2050 – Does the party commit to targets for reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions? Do these targets align with what the science says needs to 

happen to ward off the worst impacts of climate change? And will they be legally 

binding? 

2. Tools to hold the government accountable – Does the platform include tools that will 

help Canadians hold government to account for its climate promises? Are there 

mechanisms to make sure future governments stay on track? 

3. A realistic plan – Does the party commit to detailed and ambitious policy proposals that 

will set Canada up to actually meet these ramped-up targets? 

Fundamentally, any Canadian party serious about combatting the climate emergency must be 

willing to put forward a platform that addresses all three criteria. 

Anything short of this will jeopardize the health, safety and security, and well-being of all 

Canadians — and burden young people and future generations with the consequences of doing 

too little, too late. 

 

Write a letter to the editor 
 
Tell your local candidates you expect them to commit to bold climate action. Send a letter to the editor 
today. 

https://www.ecojustice.ca/make-climate-change-the-issue-candidates-cant-ignore-write-a-letter-to-the-editor/
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Letters to the editor are some of the most-read pieces in a newspaper. They’re an effective way to make 
sure local politicians hear what you have to say and to show your city, town or province that you care 
about an issue. Chances are, the people around you care too.   

Write your letter. Use the key points below for guidance, but be sure to add personal or local 
anecdotes that will make your neighbours nod in agreement and show candidates how climate change 
impacts people in their riding. You may also want to reference and respond to a recent article or column 
from your local paper. Keep it under 250 words. Then use this tool to submit it to your local outlet. 
 

Dear editor, 

I'm emailing you to submit a letter to the editor. Thank you for your consideration. 

[Write your letter here. This box is editable, so you can cut and paste the bullet points below and then 

personalize your message, or write your entire letter from scratch. Just click and type to get started.] 

Sincerely, 

[your name will go here] 

Step 2: Write your letter 

Key Points: 

 Climate change is an emergency. The climate in Canada is warming twice as fast as in the rest of 
the world. We need to keep global temperature rise to 1.5 C to avoid climate catastrophe.  

 Climate change impacts me and my community. [Give some examples. Does climate change 
currently impact your mental or physical health? Are you concerned about how it will impact 
your future, or future generations?] 

 I challenge my local candidates to treat climate change like the emergency it is. I’m calling for 
candidates to be transparent, accountable, and put forward a bold plan to help Canada combat 
the climate crisis. 

 I’m committed to backing this letter by casting my ballot for a safe climate future. And I invite 
my friends and neighbours to do the same. 

 


